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Utah's Bears are Perfectly WILD!
The image of a bear, seen clearly in your mind or glimpsed standing in the shadows of a Utah forest,

captures your attention.  Bringing that image into the classroom enables teachers to motivate students to learn --
and Project WILD teachers have been bringing bears into the classroom for several years now!

Last summer the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Department provided Project WILD Coordinators
with an opportunity to get an in-depth look at bears -- especially the grizzlies found along the Rocky Mountain
eastern front.  For three days we studied bears and their habitat and met the people who live near these bears
year-round.  As always, the bears motivated us to learn more (and to get up at 3:00 a.m. to walk the mountains in
search of them!) -- and to bring back as much new information as we could to share with you.

That is what's inside this issue of Growing WILD -- new information, resources and activities about bears
for you to use in your classrooms.  We have also enclosed a new issue of Nature's Call, focusing on Utah's bears
and designed for grades 1-4.  We encourage you to photocopy it as needed.  If you wish to obtain a classroom
set, please call the Project WILD Office (801-538-4719).



Get Your Bearings!
--a resource file on bears
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We have updated our "Bear Resource File" for your classroom use.  It now includes
(* indicates new materials):

             *1.  "American Black Bear," Wildlife Photo Series, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources.
             *2.  "Animal Anti-Freeze," OBIS activity on hibernation.
             *3.  "Bears:  Imagination and Reality," an educational resource for teachers, prepared by
The Science Museum of Minnesota, School Services Division, 1990.
             *4.   Owner of the Earth:  Grizzly Bear, educational activities, National Wildlife Federa-
tion, 1990.
             *5.  "The Black Bear in Utah," Wildlife Notebook Series, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources.
             *6.  "The Status and Conservation of the Bears of the World," by Christopher Servheen for
the Eighth International Conference on Bear Research and Management, Victoria, British
Columbia, Canada, 1989.

7.  slide set with script, entitled WHAT BEARS GOES WHERE?, with a section written
about black bears, one about grizzly bears and one about polar bears.  Each section may be used
separately, or all three sections may be shown as one program.

8.  videotape, entitled "The All American Black Bear" (60 minutes), NOVA production.
9.  collection of newspaper features, Zoo Books, distribution maps and bear silhouettes.
10. instructions for building a bear den in your classroom.

             *11. supplementary activity sheets for BEARLY BORN and HOW MANY BEARS CAN
LIVE IN THIS FOREST?.

These materials are available for check-out through the Project WILD Office
in Salt Lake City (801-538-4719).

Ursa Major, or the Great Bear, was named by the ancient Greeks.  See
"Where is the Bear in the Night Sky?" in this issue of Nature's Call

to learn how Native Americans saw the great bear
in the sky.

Growing WILD, Utah's Project WILD Newsletter is written and edited by Brenda Schussman and Daphne
Sewing, Coordinators, Project WILD; front and back page illustrations are by Ellen Petrick-Underwood.



Bears:  Imagination and Reality
(produced by The Science Museum of Minnesota)

This major exhibit will be at the Idaho State
Historical Museum in Boise from June 4 through
September 7, 1992.  It offers a thorough study of the
natural history of grizzly and black bears and presents the
bear as seen in myth, legend and cultural tradition.  It also
presents conservation issues and the conflicts between
bears and humans.  As with the wolf exhibit which was
on display a few years ago, the exhibit producers have
combined written, visual, interactive and directed
activities to convey their message.

While the exhibit was on display in Yellowstone
National Park this past summer, naturalists led a fascinat-
ing activity tracking a "radio-collared bear" to its den site
within the exhibit.  Removing a wood panel allowed
access to the "bear" and was followed by a simulated
session where "scientists" recorded data from the "tran-
quilized bear."  The activity accurately demonstrated the
research projects conducted by the biologists who are
studying bear populations here in Utah.

A teacher's packet of educational resource
materials and activities is available at the exhibit for
$10.95, or you may purchase a copy from Thomas J.
Wickland, Coordinator of Educational Resources, School
Services Division, Science Museum of Minnesota, 30 East
10th Street, St. Paul, Minnesota  55101 (800-221-9444).
These materials are designed for use with grades 4
through 6, but the activities are easily adapted for other
grade levels.  Our resource file on bears has one copy of
the packet, and the materials may be reproduced by the
classroom teacher for classroom use.
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--from a workbook about wildlife in Canada
This Bears Repeating!

Directions:  Snakes, turtles, ground squirrels, chipmunks, badgers, bears and bats are some of the animals in Alberta that
hibernate.  In this maze, the ground squirrel has found a warm den.  Help the other animals reach their winter den by tracing
a path through each maze.

This activity is one of 32 published by Alberta Forestry, Lands and Wildlife in their
"Wildlife Workbook" (ISBN 0-7732-0528-4).  You may request a free copy for your classroom use by
writing to Lionel Dunn, Department of Energy and Natural Resources, Fish and Wildlife Division,
Main Floor, North Tower, Petroleum Plaza 9945-108 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T5K 2G6.
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Schematic drawing reproduced here is a portion of one submitted by Lew Gardiner in his proposal for a
Naturescaping Grant.

Chokecherry

Congratulations to the recipients of the 1991 Naturescaping Grants:

Shirley Bergeson and Yi Bryner, Wasatch Elementary, Ogden District
Kerry Bird and Peter Fawson, Westside Elementary, Nebo District
Patricia Brown, Silver Hills Elementary, Granite District
Lew Gardiner, Meadowlark Elementary, Salt Lake District
Kate Grandison, Raymond Lee and Brett Moulding, Roy High, Weber District
Margaret Pettis, South Cache Middle School, Cache District
Kayo Robertson, Millville Elementary, Cache District
Cathy Welch, Country View Elementary, Weber District
Gayen Wharton, Oakridge Elementary, Granite District
Carolyn Zaugg and Martha Frankovich, Lowell Elementary, Salt Lake District

C

Utah Habitats Benefit from
Naturescaping Grants
School yard naturescaping projects are off to

a great start in Utah! Ten schools have received
funding for habitat development as a result of grant
monies made available by Project WILD.

With the assistance of the Ogden Nature
Center, Project WILD issued a request for proposals in
the early fall.  By mid-November, we had received ten
excellent proposals, many accompanied by schematic
drawings or photographs of areas to be developed.  This
year, we were able to grant all requests.  Next fall, we will
again offer naturescaping grants, and we encourage you to
apply at that time.  If you're interested, watch for details in the
fall 1992 issue of Growing WILD.  (We especially encourage schools
in southern and eastern Utah to apply!)

Looked at as an investment in the future, these naturescaping grants
can offer long-term benefits to Utah's habitats, teachers, schools and students!



Mark Your Calendars -- Register Now!
We have two exciting Advanced Wildlife Education Workshops planned for

the spring of 1992.  These workshops are offered to all Project WILD teachers and
promise to be dynamic, challenging, fun and full of ideas and free materials for your
classroom.  The workshops begin Friday evening at 6:30 and conclude Saturday after-
noon at 4:30. There will be no charge for the workshops; credit will be available.

On March 13-14, we have scheduled "Raptors of Utah" at Hogle Zoo.  This will
be an "up close and personal" look at Utah's birds of prey with one of Utah's foremost
authorities on raptors and raptor rehabilitation.  Jo Stoddard will join us to discuss
structural and behavioral adaptations of raptors, habitat requirements and conservation
issues.  Jo will bring several of her birds for us to see.  A late night "owling" opportunity
will be optional for those who want the adventure of calling in owls!

On April 3-4, there will be a workshop on "Sea Turtles and Desert Tortoises"
in St. George.  This workshop promises to "take" participants to Mexico via slides and a
special guest to learn what it's like to work on the beaches with two of the most endan-
gered sea turtles, the Kemp's ridleys and the black sea turtles.  Carlos Delgado, biologist
from the University of Michoacan, will join us to share his experiences and expertise.
Then, participants will have the opportunity to be "up close and personal" in the field
with the desert tortoise, learning about the characteristics it shares with the sea turtles,
its unique adaptations, habitat requirements and the significance of its listing as endan-
gered by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.

If you're interested in attending one or both workshops, please return the
registration form below as soon as possible.  Registration is limited to 40 participants
in each workshop.  Once registered, you will receive detailed information in February.

Name Phone

Address

I'd like to register for Raptors of Utah, March 13-14

Sea Turtles and Desert Tortoises, April 3-4

I'm interested in receiving   graduate credit state recertification credit
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